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A SCARCE 16TH CENTURY MAP OF THE HOLY LAND AT
THE TIME OF ABRAHAM

Tabula Terrae Canaan Abrahae Tempore et Anteadventum Filior.
Israel cum Vicinis et Finitimis Regionib. ex Descriptione Benedicti
Ariae Montani

Cartographer ARIAS MONTANUS, Benedictus.

Date 1572

Stock #: 25680

Publication: Antwerp: Plantin Press, c.1572. 330 x
515mm.

Condition: A fine example

DESCRIPTION:

A map of the Holy Land before the conquest by the Children of Israel, orientated with north to the left, with text
in Latin and some Hebrew. The cartography is quite distorted, with large bays on the Mediterranean coast, a
tiny Cyprus tucking in the corner of the sea and the distance to the Tigris and the Persian Gulf foreshortened.
For some reason 'Babel Turris' (the Tower of Babel) is named twice.

The map was first published in Christopher Plantin's 'Biblia Polyglotta', so called because the text was presented
in five languages: Hebrew, Latin, Greek, Aramaic and Syriac. The publication was financed by Philip Il of Spain,
who sent orientalist Benedictus Arias Montanus (1527-98) to oversee the project..
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