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THE FAMOUS MAP OF THE KINGDOM OF PRESTER JOHN IN
ABYSSINIA

Presbiteri Johannis, Sive Abissinorum Imperii Descriptio.

Cartographer ORTELIUS, Abraham.

Date 1595

Stock #: 25075

Publication: Antwerp: Jan Baptist Vrients, 1603, Latin text
edition. Fine original colour. 375 x 435mm.

Condition: A good example

DESCRIPTION:

The famous map of the Kingdom of Prester John in central Africa, designed by Ortelius himself and published in
his atlas, the 'Theatrum Orbis Terrarum'.

John was a mythical Christian king supposedly descended from David and regarded as an important defence
against the barbarians. Originally believing him to be somewhere in the Middle East Pope Alexander lll sent John
a letter to beg help against the Mongols (1177), but his messenger never returned. As Polo and other travellers
opened the East without finding him, Prester John's kingdom retreated into the unknown. Although
Waldseemuller's maps of 1507 places him in India, Fries moved him to Africa in 1522. Ortelius followed Fries,
and dedicated his map of central Africa to John's son David!
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