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ONE OF THE LARGEST PRINTED PROSPECTS OF ROME

£15,000.00

Prospetto dell'Alma Citta di Roma Visto dal Monte Gianicolo F. Sotto
Gli Auspici Della Sac. Majesta' Cattol. di Carlo III Re delle Spagne...

Cartographer VASI, Giuseppe.

Date 1765

Catalogue Catalogue 20: 50 Exceptional Items

Stock #:                    24364
Publication:              Rome: Vasi, c.1765. Etching, 18 panels
joined with canvas tape, total 1035 x 2610mm, on laid paper.
Condition:                 A few small repairs, with tips of corners
rebuilt with some mss.

DESCRIPTION:

A monumental and detailed view of 18th century Rome with a 390-point key underneath. Taken from Monte
Giancolo, it looks north east, with Saint Peter's Basilica in the middle left and the Fonte dell'acqua Paola middle
right. The panorama is dedicated to Charles III of Spain, who had been king of Naples and Sicily before
abdicating when he took the Spanish throne.
Giuseppe Vasi (1710-82) was an architect and engraver who speciallised in views of Rome for Grand Tourists to
buy. In the 1740s one of his pupils was Giovanni Battista Piranesi, who eventually overshadowed his mentor as
a printmaker. After Piranesi died in 1778, a biography claimed that Piranesi had stabbed Vasi in a row about
withheld secret techniques; Vasi testified that this was untrue but the rumour persisted.
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